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HE unhappy condition of many of the 
inhabitants of the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, is little known to thoſe 
who are bleſſed with every mean of religious 
inſtruction, and with the comforts of a 
more civilized life. A ſhort ſtate of the cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe parts of the country, 
with a ſummary account of the deſigns and 
proceedings of the Society, will be of uſe to 
ſhew the importance of its inſtitution, the. 
benefits arifing from it, and the aid which is 
ſtill neceſſary to enable the Managers to 

carry on their beneficent purpoſes. 5 8 


In the Hi ghlands che poor people labour 
under diſadvantages peculiar to themſelves, 
ariſing chiefly from the nature of their coun- 
try, and of their language. The pariſhes 
Irhere are in general not only of great ex- 
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tent, many of them being from twenty ts 
thirty computed miles in length, but ſo in- 
terſected with lakes, arms of the ſea, rapid 
rivers, or almoſt impaſſable mountains, that 
there is not a third part of the people who 
can receive any benefit from the parochial 


churches or ſchools; at the ſame time, che 


ſeverity of the climate, and the barrenneſs 
of the ſoil, by obſtructing internal 1 improve- 
ments, contribute to fetter the inhabitants 
in their native rude and uncultivated ſtate. 


In the low country of Scotland, even the 


pooreſt of the people have not only. acceſs to 


their pariſh churches and ſchools, but they 
are in general provided with bibles, cate- 


| chiſms, and books on practical religion, by. 


reading. which they have it much in their 
power to improve themſelves. In the High- 
lands, the greateſt part of the inhabitants is, 


in a manner, debarred from all theſe advan- 


tages. Though taught to read, which many 
of them are not, yet having few, and, until 
of late, no books in their own language, 
they either remain uninſtructed, or, per- 
verted by Romiſh prieſts, embrace the er- 
rors of the Popiſh ſuperſtition. 5 


That 


T1} _ 
That this general deſcription 3 15 Not exage 


gerated will appear from the following ſtate. 
of a few pariſhes in the Highlands, taken 


not from a vague report, but from particu- 
lar enquiry, and facts well aſcertained, 
The pariſh of South Uift confiſts of the 
Hands of South Uiſt, Benbecula, and Eriſ- 
It is 30 miles long, and 5 miles in 


a and contains about 2600 ſouls, of 


whom 2300 are Papiſts. There are two Po- 


piſh prieſts and a maſs-houſe in it. 


'The pariſh of Barra confiſts of the Iſland 


of Barra, which is 5 miles long and 2 
broad, and of fix other ſmall Iſlands, and 


contains about 1300 ſouls, of whom 1250 


are Papiſts. In the time of Charles I. all 


were Proteſtants; but after the reſtoration, 


| this and the following pariſh being united; 


and the then miniſter reſiding always in the 


latter, Popiſh prieſts came into the former, 


and perverted almoſt the whole inhabitants. 


The pariſh of Harris conſiſts of the Inland 


of Harris, and ſeven other ſmall iſlands, Ir 
19 241 miles 1ong, and 6 broad, and containg 


about 2000 ſouls, all Proteſtants, 
The 
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_'The pariſh of Boleſtine is 20 miles long and 
4 broad, and contains about 1600 catechi- 


| fable perſons, of whom 40o are * who 
are inereaſing 1 in number. 


The pariſh of Urquhart is about 1 18 . 5 


long, and 12 broad. It contains about 2000 


ſouls, of whom about 130 or 140, who in- 
habit Glenmoriſton, are Papiſts. A Popiſh . 


prieſt reſides frequently in this glen, 


The pariſh of KiImallie is 35 miles long, 
and 25 broad, and contains about 4000 
ſouls, of whom 35 are Papiſts, Fort . 
liam 3 is in this pariſh, 5 


The pariſh of A. dnamurc han . 


the five following countries, viz. Ardnamur- 
Than, properly ſo called, which is 14 miles 
long, and 4 broad, and contains 1200 ſouls, 


all Proteſtants ; Sunart, which is 14 miles 


long and 5 broad, contains 447 ſouls, of 


whom 4 are Papiſts ; Moydart, which is 16 
miles long, and from 5 to 7 broad, contains 


828 ſouls, of whom 824 are Papiſts ; South 


Morar, which is 14 miles long, and from 2 


| to 3 broad, contains 281 ſouls, of whom 
there 1s s only one Proteſtant. The whole 


number | 


8 „ 
number of ſouls in this pariſh is 38 16, of 
whom 1956 are Papiſts. A Popiſh prieſt re- 
ſides conſtantly in Araſaig, where a maſz- 
houſe was built about ten years ago; ano- 
ther prieſt reſides conſtantly in , he 
au a third in South Morar f. 3 
The pariſh of Leſnore, to which Appin is 
now united, is about 41 miles long, and 17 
broad, and contains about 3000 ſouls. 
The pariſh of Clenmuick lies on the ſouth 
ide of the river Dee, and is 10 miles long. To | 
it are now united the pariſhes of Tullich and 
| Glengarden, which lie on the north fide of 
that river, and are 13 miles long, and alto- 
. gether at an average 8 miles broad. They 
contain about 2200 ſouls, of whom about 
* 37 are Papiſts. i „ 


The pariſh of Char hin: to whe ROBLES 
is now united, is 17 miles long, and about 
6 and a half broad, the river Dee running 
through the middle, and contains 2253 ſouls, 

of whom 337 are Papiſts 5 
- by The 


— — 1 r 8 1 ; IO F * 


I The account here given of he pariſhes in the Highs 
lands was 3 about nine years ago. 
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The pariſh of Inveraven is 10 miles long, 


and from 2 to 3 broad, and contains 1200 
ſouls. - At Scallan, in the braes of Glenlivet, a 
in this pariſn, is a Popiſh College or Semi- | 
nary, the only one in Scotland ; the number 


of ſtudents who attend it is in general from 


8 to 1 23 moſt of them are ſons to gentlemen 


in the neighbourhood, and ſome of them 


become Prieſts without going abroad. At 


preſent there are 1 2 ſtudents at this College. 


About a century ago, the number of Papiſts 
in Glenlivet was ſo ſmall and inconfiderable, 
chat they had no fixed Prieſt, but were obli- 


ged to ſend to Gardenſide, 9 or 10 miles diſ- 


tant, for one to viſit their fick, and baptize | 


their children. Since the erection of this 
College, which was about 70 or 80 years 


ago, Popery has made ſuch a rapid progreſs, 


that according to the moſt authentic ac- 


counts, there are at preſent no fewer than 


1520 Papiſts in this and the neighbouring 
pariſh of Kirkmichael. In the former, they 
have increaſed 200 ſince che year 1750, and 
in the latter 77 ſince the 1755. The ſitua- 


tion of this College is peculiarly calculated 


for promoting the intereſts of Popery, being 


in : 


go TOY 
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, f is the center of ſeven pariſhes, at che diſ- 
tance of 7 miles. from each church, except 


that of Kirkmichael, from Which it is 4 
miles diſtant, and furrounded with a rid ge 
of hills, whereby it is ſeparated from all the 


aching countries. Beſide a Prieſt or 
Biſhop, . who refides conſtantly at this col- 


lege, there are generally three and often fix _ 


Prieſts, who officiate" in di ſeveral maſs- 5 


5 


houſes of both pariſhes. 


The pariſh of Glenelg e the 
countries of Glenelg, Knoidart, and North 
Morar. "Glenelg is 6 miles long from north 


to ſouth, and the glens, which lie from eaſt 


to weft, are 4 miles long. Knoidart, which 


is ſeparated from Glenelg by an arm of the 


ſea called Lochurn, is 10 miles long from 
eaſt to weſt, and 5; miles broad from ſouth to 
north. North Morar, Which is ſeparated 


Lochnevis, 10 ankles: long from at 1 to 


welt, _ == 2 to 3 miles broad from 
north to ſouth. This computation includes 
only the inhabited parts of the pariſſi, be- 


Fond Which, che hills called the utter Bills 
extend _— miles towards Glengary and 


OE: Lochaberz 
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Lockaber ; to theſe hills the inhabitants ga 
with their cattle in ſummer. In this -pariſh 


| are 2570 ſouls, of whom 1340 Are Papiſts: | 
A Popiſh. Prieſt Tefides conſtantly at Knoi- 


dart, and officiates in a maſs-houfe at are 
geſeran, on the ſide of Lochurn. About 4 
or 5 years ago, a Popiſh y . en 


laſt will, bequeath a conſiderable ſum of 


ſchool or academy at North Morar: ſeveral 


other Papiſts having alſo contributed for 


this purpoſe, an academy was accordingly 
erected, and till ſubſiſts, at which a Prieſt 


regularly officiates: Laſt year there were 
16 ſtudents, many of whom were ſons to 
| gentlemen i in that country. 


There is not a year paſſes, 3 in which the 


| Society. are not well informed of the pro- 


greſs of Popery in different parts of the 


Highlands. Very lately it has been certified 
to them, that in the pariſh of Lochalſh, and 
that neighbourhood, there are 1 50 perſons, 


who within theſe five years have been per- 
verted by Popiſh-Prieſts, At Portſoy a Po- 


piſh Chapel has been lately built, and in ſe- 
| _ PET" throng ſchools are publicly 


taught 


taught by dre who are of the Popiſh reli 


gion. Beſides theſe inſtances, if it were neceſ- 


fary; we might point out many other pariſhes 
in the Highlands and Iflands where the poor 
Tae are no leſs unhappily circumſtanced. 


But diſmal as their condition may appear to 


be, yet that ſoul remains in a ſtate no leſs dar- 
kened which has never been illuminated by 

| divine truth, and cold as their climate is, 
hat heart is ſtill colder which has never 

| | nn lors. to God or. benevo- 


lence t to mankind. 


""Ous- fakes f TVET. greater Ld, BE 
appears in, the age_in which we live. To 


chriſtianize a rude people, where not only 
the almoſt inacceſſible nature of the coun- 


try, but the manners and language of the 
people, ſeemed to form inſurmountable op- 
poſition, was a bold e But cher were 
15 not diſcouraged. 


In the year 1 701, a hs private gentlemen 
of the city of. Edinburgh, who had formed 


chemſelves into a Society for the reforma- 


tion of manners , felt for the condition of 
52 „ — their 


r * 


{ 28 ) 
their unhappy countrymen. . To 3 plant- | 


ed a greater number of churches, in theſe : 
- widely extended 


riſhes, inſtead of uniting 

two par iſhes, would have been attended with 
che happieſt conſequences. But this was an 
obj ect r their po wer. . To, eſtabliſh 5 


. * * > 


were er from pariſh churches ad 
ſchools, appeared tothem to be the moſt effec- 
tual means which they could uſe to form the 


minds of the riſing generation, and reſcue 


them from that ſtare of ignorance and bar- . 
bariſm 1 in which their forefathers had lived. - 
A ſubſcription was opened to defray the ne- 


ceſſary expence; z when they. had obtained 
contributions to the amount of 10001, her 


Majeſty Queen Ann was graciouſly pleaſed 


to encourage this deſign by her royal pro- 
clamation, and granting letters patent under 


the great ſeal of Scotland, for erecting cer- . | 
tain of the ſubſcribers into a corpora- 
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At the firſt meeting of the Society, 1799, | 


a ſcheme was formed and approved. The. 
general object was to erect and maintain 


ä in ſuch of the Highlands =o. 


fied ſchoolmaſters appointed by the Sc 


£ 13 + | 
Ilands of Scotland as ſhould be chought to 


2 need them moſt; in which. ſchools: Papiſts, 15 
as well as Proteſtants, of every denamina- 


tion, ſhould be taught by fit and well quali- 


At this time a number of ſtations, where 
ſchools were much wanted, were pointed 
out; but the ſmall revenue of the Society 
did not enable them to n more e 


| five. ſchools } in all. VVV 


If they had "WR we to FERN on 


their capital, by giving ſalaries to a greater 


number of maſters than the intereſt of it 


: could pay, their ſtock muſt have ſoon dwin- 


led away, and the beneficent purpoſes . of 


the Society would have been of ſhort dura- 
tion. But, by ſteadily adhering to the ge- 
neral rule of adding every legacy and ſub- 
ſcription to their capital, and laying out no 


more than the intereſt, - after paying the ne- 
ceſſary expence of management, they have 
accumulated a fund which enables them to 
be of very general ſervice, though, they are. 

ſorry to ſay, it is (till inadequate to the great, 


5 _— * N in view. They are often 8 


— reluctantly 
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"duty: obliged to refale petitions. * 
ſchools from many parts of the Highlands 
where they are much wanted, and where 
they have reaſon to believe they would be 


— 


ol the moſt eſſential ſervice. 8 bo 6-41 


The attention of the Directors to the in- 
ſs of the Society appears from the gra- 
dual increaſe of their funds, and from the 
number of ſchools maintained by them. A 
ſhort view of this at ſucceſſive periods, from 


the commencement” of: the Society to os 


yo” = be ee, to the pon 


- — 12 Schools 
77 5. Their ene we > . . 

| creaſed to . eee 
1719, Their | capital „% GoJE] B 
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On which "EF main- | Hh 1+ 
ee - 48 Schools — 5 
1727, Their capital „ 9.131 
"tained = = N 78 Schools 36h 


At 


rould be 


the in- On which they main 
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the gra- tained 1 1828 Schools W IA 
rom the | 2753, Their capital TE 
Is, from rn 1582 Schools e 
to this 2758, — e eee 


„ . 38 
L. 6,177 1781, The funds of the e Ln gS 5 "oh 
4 Society, on the iſt and | | 
LOTS Ad patent, amount to | | 


8.166 | On which they main- 1 1 
3 tain about SE IS 180 Schools En : „ 
Re And of boys and girls 
ene endueate Abaut , 4... . 


It muſt afford real pleaſure to every pious 
: 1 mind to be informed, that a few. private 
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perſons have, by the bleſſing of God, raiſed 
this charitable inſtitution from a ſmall be- 
 ginmang to.be ſo-extenſively uſeful ; that ſo 
many of our fellow creatures, the far great- 
er part of whom muſt have remained in 
a ſtate of ignorance, are favoured with 
the means of knowled ge, conducive to 
their preſent, and eſſential to their eternal | 
welfare. Happy are they whom God bath 
bleſſed with the power of doing good! who 
employ it in promoting the gracious defigns | 
of his providence, or who, though they. can- 
not be perſonally active, yet, by contributing 
out of their abundance, can afford to others 
the means of making even © The deſart to 
* fing for joy, and the name of their Sa- 
* yiour great from the EA to . OR 
„ a 55 
Though the We now ee at che 
expence of the Society are very conſiderable, 
yet charitable aid is ſtill required. The 
Directors have evidence to convince them, 
that in the Highlands there are yet as great 
a number deſtitute of the means of in- 
ſtruction, as are at * taught at cheir 
ſchools, | 


Some 


( 9 + © 


- Make e reaſons may be offered to 


Wa why the friends of religion are more 
partieularly called upon at this period to 
eee the deſigns of the Society). 


Until of late there has been always ſome 


proſpect of obtaining aid from public funds. 
Formerly the ableſt ſtateſmen thought the 
civilizing of the Highlands an object of na- 
tional importance. By an act of George I. 


ſoon after the rebellion 1715, i it is enacted, 
„That « ſum not exceeding. L. 26,000 


1 ariſing out of the money from the ſale of 


1 forfeited eſtates, ſhall be appropriated 


LY 


and applied towards the making 2 capital 
ſtock for a yearly intereſt or income, to- 
wards erecting and maintaining ſchools in 
the Highlands of Scotland, &c.“ No words 
can be more explicit; yet we have not heard 
that a ſhilling of the above ſum has ever 


* 


been applied to the 1 important l pointed 
out. ” 


By an a of George II. anno 1752, it is 


enacted, © That the clear rents and produce 
of the eſtates annexed to the Crown, viz. 


© the far greateſt part of the eſtates i in Scot- 
1 | land, 
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(8) 
land, forfeited on account of the rebellion 
1745, ſhall be applied for the purpoſes of 


N 


and other parts of the Highlands and 
Hands of Scotland, the promoting the 
Proteſtant religion, good government, in- 
duſtry and manufactures, and the princi- 
ples of duty and loyalty to his Majeſty, his 
© heirs and ſucceſſors, and to no other uſe or 
© purpoſe whatever.” Truſtees are alſo ap- 
pointed by this act, who are further im- 


E 


E 


powered, That, when they ſhall judge 


the pariſhes to be of too large an extent to 


© be under the charge of one miniſter, to 


divide ſuch pariſhes into two or more, to 


Pal a 


to the miniſter of ſuch pariſhes, to be paid 
out of the preſent maintenance for the mi- 


a Lag 


out of ſaid eſtates.” 


After this act paſſed, it could ſcarcely be 
doubted that ſomething effectual in pur- 
ſuance of it would have been done. No 
ſteps, however, were taken to forward the de- 

ſign 


civilizing the inhabitants on ſuch eſtates, | 


preſcribe the bounds of ſuch new erected 
pariſhes, and grant competent proviſion 


niſter of the old pariſh, and the remainder ' 


that quarter. 


„ 


ſign until the year 1761, when the General 


Aſſemb ly of the Church of Scotland applied 


to his Majeſty, repreſenting the ſtate of the 


Highlands, and appointed a Committee tocor- 
reſpond with the Board of Annexed Eſtates, 
to whom the adminiſtration of the money 
ariſing from them was intruſted. 


The Committee of Aſſembly, after due in- 
quiry, did report, and pointed out ſome of 
thoſe ſtations in the Highlands where new 


erections were moſt neceſſary. In conſe- 


quence of this, and directions from the 


Lords of the Treaſury, the Truſtees, at one 


time, actually ſet apart the ſum of L 420 
to build a church and manſe in the pariſh 


of Ardnamurchan : but no church or manſe 
has been yet built, nor any thing effectual 
done by this Board. After repeated applica- 


tions, the Committee of Aſſembly was in- 


formed, in the month of May laſt, that the 


Truſtees could proceed no farther without 


orders from the Board of Treaſury. Now, 


we are ſorry to obſerve, that we have not 
the ſmalleſt proſpect of obraining aid from 


The 


3 


( 20 ) 

The Truſtees on the Annexed Eſtates are 
a reſpectable body of men, and, it is to be 
preſumed, that they have good reaſons for 


their procedure which they may not think 


proper to diſcloſe ; but ſuch are the facts; 
we only regret that ſo large a fund, once deſ- 
tined by the legiſlature for the improvement 
of the Highlands and Iflands, ſhould never 
have been, nor is likely to be applied to the 


firſt, and, we think, to the moſt important 


object of its deſtination. 

But though we regret the failure of pub- 
lic aid, this is no reaſon for our deſpairing of 
doing good; it is rather an additional incen- 


( 


tive to private beneficence ; much has been 
done, and, it is to be hoped, that much 
more will be done in this way: the object is 
a noble one, worthy of a heart fraught. with 

love to God, and benevolence to mankind. ' 


There is at preſent another circumſtance 


which renders the attention of the friends of 
true religion yet more neceflary, and that is, 
the progreſs of Popery, particularly in thoſe 


parts of the Highlands where the people 


have no means of religious inſtruction. By 


ſome 
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ſome this has been lightly treated as an ime 


ginary evil. The information, however, re- 


ceived by che Society from the beſt authori- 


| ty, leaves no room to doubt, that the evil, 


though apparently ſmall, is real; and, if 
ſome means are not employed to prevent its. 


progreſs, may. in the courſe of a few years, 
| become, truly alarming. They therefore. 
think it their duty to lay before the friends 


of the Proteſtant faith the following ſtate, 
containing the information they have re- 
ceived, and the meaſures which, to them, ap- 


pear moſt prudent and neceſlary to be pur- 
ſued. | 


It is well known that it has been long a a 
favourite object of the Church of Rome to 


reduce the Britiſh nation-to that {ſpiritual 


bondage, under which it had been held in 


former ages. To accomplyh this deſign, ſe- 


veral daring and open attempts have been 
made, which, more than once, were nearly 
ſucceſsful. Though, by the interpoſition of 


Providence, theſe have been fruſtrated, yet 


the zealots of Popery have the ſame object 
ſtill in view, to obtain which every mean 


| 15 uſed which religious zeal or human arti- 


fice 


WS. 4 
* . 
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| ice can invent. The methods now chiefly 
E employed are ſecret, and ſeemingly flow, 
| yet, if not counteracted, may in the end 
5 prove the moſt effectual. 
| To make proſelytes to the Popiſh faith is 
\ held forth by their Church as the moſt me- 


ritorious ſervice they can do, either to God 
or man: though in this country they can- 
not openly propagate the tenets of their 
ſuperſtition, yet, it is well known, that 
| prieſts and miſſionaries are daily employed 
in almoſt every part of the kingdom. 
1 To prevent an alarm, their ſucceſs is in- 
* duſtriouſly concealed; but we have reaſon to 
believe it has been conſiderable, particularly 
with young, weak, or illiterate peo ple.— 
1 If a prieſt perverts one member of a family, 
| | he ſeldom fails of bringing over the reſt to 
his opinions; for young proſelytes, com- 
monly more zealous than others, are at the 
utmoſt pains to perſuade their relations and 
friends to agree with them in their new way | 
of thinking. TT i of 
Theſe miſſionaries, aſſiduous by their per- 

ſonal labours, are not leſs attentive to put | 
| mo Js mo 
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into the hands of their peo ple, books artfully 
calculated, not only to rivet them in their 
own principles, but to excite an abhor- 
rence in their minds of any other opinions! 


| (ſuch books they find particularly uſeful for 


perverting thoſe upon whom they have not 
an opportunity of working by diſcourſe or 
private converſation.) Numbers of them 
are either privately fold at a low price, or 
diſtributed gratis to their young proſelytes, 
or to ſuch as they have the HOPE of gaining 
over to their tenets. 


As we have already obſerved, that in a the 
Highlands of Scotland, where the people are 


deprived of almoſt every means of inſtructi- 


on, the miſſionaries hope for the greateſt ſuc- 


ceſs, ſo in thoſe remote places they have 


not only inſtituted ſeminaries of learning, 
and appointed prieſts to different ſtations, 
but they have been at pains to get their ca- 
techiſms and other books tranſlated into the 
Gaelic language. This is openly done, and 


ve are well informed that ſeveral thouſands 


of theſe publications have been diſtribu- 
ted. ä | e 
Some 
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Sens of: their ook b äch have Gallas 


into the hands of the Members of the So- 
ciety, are written with great addreſs, in ſup- 


port of the doctrines of Popery, and with a 


view of expoſing what they call the hereſies 


of the Proteſtant churches ; one in particular 


they have lately ſeen, entitled, The I” 
Chriftian inſtructed. 


This 3s a tranflation from A very artful 
French performance, in which all the tenets 


of the Church of Rome are not only laid 
down as infallible truths, but are defended 
by plauſible arguments, and by texts of 


ſcripture, though in general groſsly miſap- 
plied. Where theſe fail, the faying of a pre- 
tended ſaint, the decrees of a corrupted coun- 


cil, or the admonitions of a bigotted biſnop, 


are held forth as of equal authority. It is 
difficult to conceive any book better calcu- 
lated to make an impreſſion on an unlearn- 
ed, weak, or ſuperſtitious mind than this is. 


It ſpreads out, on one hand, the terrors of 


death, purgatory, and hell-fire, to all thoſe 


. who are not in the boſom of the church, and 
on the other, the infallible efficacy of its ſa- 


craments as the only poſſible way to ſalva- 
tion. 


A 


0 25 0 ; 
tion, It then thunders out againſt the Pro- 


teſtants all the anathemas denounced by the 
Apoſtles againſt the firſt apoſtates from 


Chriſtianity; That they may be in no dan- 
ger of loſing thoſe whom they have perver- 
ted, it ſtrictly prohibits as a damnable ſin 
their holding any religious converſe with 
heretics, their attending their places of wor- 


ſhip, or reading their books, which they 


reckon no leſs ſinful. It is added, that this is 
particularly prohibited in Scotland, becauſe 
their appearing in a conventicle, as they 
call our churches, is chought to be equi- 
valent to a denial of their own religion. 


Beſide che above-mentioned book, the Po- 
piſh Prieſts in Edinburgh have been lately 


circulating among ſerving maids and others, 


whom they have the hope of making proſe- 
lytes, a duodecimo volume entitled, The Pro- 
teftant's Trial in contraverted Points of Faith by 
the Written Word, in which it is attempted 


to expoſe by texts from ſcripture what they 
call the hereſies of the Proteſtants, and to eſ- 

tabliſh by that authority all their own pecu- | 

lar tenets. It ſeems to be written by way- 


of anſwer to a ſmall pamphlet publiſhed in 


D 1781, 


1781, by the Biſhop of Cheſter, for the uſe of 
his dioceſe, entitled @ Brief Confutation of the 
Errors of the Church of Rome, Inthis publi- 
cation, his Lordſhip directs his people, in all 
matters of faith, to apply to the writtenword, 
as the higheſt authority, and to reject the 
aſſumed infallibility of any church. Here 
they pretend to try Proteſtants by this writ- 
ten word. But they begin with one great ad- 
vantage on their ſide, namely, by endeavour- 
ing to convince their readers from ſcripture, 
that they are not judgesof its meaning, which 
they muſt implicitly receive from the church, 
or from their prieſts, Availing themſelves 
of this, they cull out paſſages of ſcripture, 
and diſconnecting them from their natural 
meaning, groſsly miſapply in ſupport of 
their errors. Though ſuch a book can make 
no impreſſion on any perſon of real know- 
ledge, yet it is very artfully calculated to 
| impoſe on and miſlead = weak and un- 
ſtable. | f 
By ſuch artifices they have not W decei- b 
ved many, - but they put it beyond the reach 1 
of the moſt diligent paſtors to reclaim 1 
thoſe whom they have perverted. A* is q 


r 


CC. - 
evident, therefore, that if we do not pre- 
vent the ſpreading influence of Popery, we 
an entertain but httle hope of converting its 


5 votaries. The Prieſts,” conſcious of the weak- 


neſs of their arguments, decline fair reaſon« 
ing, and chuſe rather to truſt to the infidi- 
ous method of ſtealing in upon private fami- 
lies, where they too often ſucceed in miſs 
leading the ignorant and unwary: And leſt 
their weak and unfair reaſoning ſhould be 


detected, the perſons to whom they give or 


lend their books, are enjoined to conceal 
them from Proteſtants, whoſe zeal might 
prompt, or whoſe knowledge might _ 
them to expoſe their fallacy. 


It has been confidently faid, that there is 


no danger of the progreſs of Popery i in a free 
country, where the means of acquiring libe- 


ral knowledge are ſo common as they are 
now in Britain. Such haſty affirmations ariſe 
from the i Ignorance of facts, and of human 
nature. 


It is not ſaid chat Popery is 3 an 


4 open or a rapid progreſs ; but from the ſtate 
= of many pariſhes 1 in the Highlands, ſome of 


which 


. 
— NE ITT I OE En — 


. 


2 r — 4 - - . 
PPP P ene nar CH er ics 7 
n S r nr TOI wot - Ne 4 


hon, A "a © . 
lo TT En" OY ame, 


2 r e = 
_— * — — 
— . 


e 


— Ä _ * 


R . A ED IPOD 6 — — — 
—— —— „ * „ nw ' CO PO 9 
— — = — * . — — — uy aps ts 7 4 \ . . 


77 
<4 ns Met one Te 


* 
—— A "SS p I err 
1 v a OO EW 9 . 124 272 o 
a : SB TY P_ oi” tin RX 3-008 4 ” Ss 1 
” a 8 n r , | . 
8 7 PA SP - = 2 © 
* 1 $6.28 4 p — . 4 2 * 
* 9 - yh 4 * 4 : 
cc gs bn Ms 1 3 N * ” 2 Pr 
- +4 1 « "1 
— <8 9b * an Þ PI 4 6 Dt 7 bw . 4 
Ing . ”= % P „ 


* 2” + „ 


| ( 28 ) 


appears to have been very conſiderable fince_ 


the beginning of this century ; and, from 
the accounts which we have lately received 
from good authority, it is daily increaſing. 


general, anxiouſly careful to conceal or diſ- 
guiſe their characters, we cannot aſcertain 


the number employed in Scotland; bur it is 


conſiderable ; many of them are known, and 


might eaſily be pointed out. Neither can we 


pretend to ſtate: the preciſe number perver- 
ted by them within any limited time; but, 
fromthe beſt accounts we have received, it is 
greater than is commonly. ſuppoſed. In a 


printed card, which was lately circulated | 
through London by a Popiſh prieſt, ſoliciting | | 


good Catholics to contribute money to de- 
fray the expence of printing the Douay Cate- 


chiſm, it is ſtated, that above ten thou- 


and of their brethren in the Highlands had 


never had a book printed in their own lan- 


guage. If they continue to encreaſe for 
many years to come in the ſame proportion 


chat they have done for ſome years paſt, it 


is thought the moſt ſecure will find reaſon | 
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e alarmed: The advocates for an unli- 

mited toleration may have cauſe to regret 

the encouragement they have given to a re- 
ligion which devotes them to perdition. 

Of thoſe who are educated in Popery, and 


ignorant of the grounds of the Proteſtant 


faith, we believe that there are many thou- 
ſands truly pious and ſincere, who love God 
and mankind, and who, though miſled by 
the arts of prieſteraft in many opinions, yet 
will be found the objects of divine mercy. 

The beſt are, in many inſtances, liable to er- 
ror. We cannot, like the propagators of 


what they call the Catholic faith, conſign to 


everlaſting miſery all who differ from us in 
I or are not of our own communion, 
But while we make theſe conceſſions, it is 
incumbent on us to give our teſtimony 
againſt a ſuperſtition which is in many in- 
ſtances contrary to the genuine ſpirit of 


Chriſtianity, and dangerous to the intereſts 
of civil ſociety. : 


. 


We ſolemnly r. revere che heb facrament of 


Y the ſupper, and believe that, by a ſpiritual 


_ partici e. 4 
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participation, grace and life are Apero to 


believers. But we reject the adoration of 
the elements as idolatrous, and their doc- 
trine of tranſubſtantiation as childiſh and 
abſurd. We acknowledge the evil of fin, 
and that our tranſgreſſions have expoſed us 
to divine wrath. But we cannot believe 
that our corporal puniſhment can ever atone 


for them. We renounce their doctrine of 
penance as derogatory from the merits of 


Chriſt, and as tending to lead men away 
from that contrition of ſpirit, and from that 


change of heart and life which true religion 


inculcates. We acknowledge the neceſſity 
of that faith which purifieth the heart, but 
can nowhere ſee enjoined in Scripture that 
implicit faith by which their Church requires 
of its votaries to receive the traditions of 
men as of equal authority with the com- 


mandments of God. We reſpect the me- 


mory of thoſe martyrs to the truth who 
ſealed their teſtimony with their blood; but 
we can never believe that they are exalted to 
be objects of worſhip, or that, in conjunction 
with Chriſt, they are appointed to be inter- 
ceſſors Tor their brethren on earth. We are 


aſſured | 


En 


aſſured in Scripture that if we confeſs our 


fins, and ſincerely forſake them, God, chro- 
Chriſt, is gracious and merciful to forgive 
them; but we renounce the impious doc- 


Trine, that it is left in the power of any man, 
however high his ſtation, or ſacred his office, 
to Brant, on any conſideration, an indul- 


gence in a known ſin, or a diſpenſation for 
the neglect of a commanded duty. We be- 


Heve that, in every nation and church, he 


that feareth God and worketh righteouſ- 


neſs ſhall, through the merits of his Saviour, 
be accepted of his Creator; but we have the 
| beſt reaſon to fear, that the tenets of Popery 
| have led, and will continue to lead many 


from che only way of ſalvation into a fatal 


deluſion of ruſting i in lying vanities, 


a4 


We farther believe, that while Popery is 


thus hurtful to the ſpiritual and eternal in- 
tereſts of mankind, it is not leſs detrimental ; 


to the intereſts of civil ſociety ; that it in- 
culcates a narrow, a bigotted, and intolerant 


ſpirit, which i is ſubverſive of that charity 
wich is the bond of peace; that, under the 
fanction of religion, it perſuades men to diſ- 
penſe with the moſt ſolemn obligations, and 


to 


( 132 
to account it ſerving God, when, relentleſs, 
they torture and embrue their hands in the 
blood of their fellow- creatures whoſe reli- 
gious ſentiments are different from their own. 


A 


It is, at the ſame time, baneful to induſ- 
try, particularly in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, and a heavy tax on a people Pert E 


very poor. | Ez 

Theſe effects of bes) may not appear i in 0 
thoſe countries where there is a large pro- F 
_ portion of Proteſtants, or where the minds 


of men are enlightened by ſcience; yet they 
are evidently ſeen in theſe countries where | . 
almoſt the whole knowledge of the people ; . 
conſiſts in their attachment to abſurd ſuper- © 
ſtitions. In Portugal, in Spain, in Italy, : and = * 
in thoſe parts of Ireland, and the Highlands = «- 

| of Scotland, where Popery prevails, the com- 
mon people are more deſtitute of induſtry, f | 
and of the common arts of life, than in any 
other part of Europe. 


This is more fully . in the follow- 4 | 
ing account given us by a learned and wor- * 
thy dergymuany who has an opportunity of i 


knowing 
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knowing the ffs ab-Papery i in ; thoſs-parts 
which are rages coined to bis "Or TO 


dence.” | 5 


wp rake it r bee e oe poi 

þ "rity of an eſtate is, in a great meaſure, deri- 

ved from the induſtry of the inhabitants 

 *fiving upon it. Hal the kingdoms of 
4 Spain or Portugal been pofeſſed a A century 

* ags by Britons or Dutch, they would have . 

-V made 4 quite different fi gure in the com- 

| * mercial ſyſtem of Europe, and would have 

* been much happier at home chan the } pre- 

© ſent Spaniards or r Portugueze. 'To ſpeak of 


—— 


cople ſmaller things, had the Iſlands of South 
uper- q Uiſt and Barra been peopled fr from North 
„ and © Viſt and Harris, and the ſmall Popiſh Illes 


by the Proteſtants of Skye, the Proprietors 
: | © would have been the better for it, and the 
people would have had greater plenty than 
=. they now enjoy. Tr would have been the ſume 
on che continent of Scotland where Popery 
Mot f 75 now prevails. Were Morar, Araſaig, Moi- 
dart, Knoidart, Glenmoriſton, and Strath- 


or- 
ity of © glans, peopled by the Proteſtants' of Argyle 
and Inverneſs ſhires, the difference of reli- 


N would not Spear. ſo viſibly in their 
*  £ faces 


{ a) 


« faces: and on their backs. The cachelics i 
2 thoſe countries are ſo enchinbered with faſt 
and feaſt days as to give them a bĩaſs to in- 
dolence, and t to a frequent neglect of their 
2 © work. 3 in exery ſeaſon of the Vear, where, in 
an MWcertain, variable climate; the eloſſeſt 
0 Ac pn 1 bo: tillage, to the cutti ng down 
Land taking in of the harveſt, 18 abfolutely 
* . when every! motion n. of Kot. black 


e” 
4 


D 


over "commons, $=- o be carefully 
* watched, the people are playing their 

mbols in honour of ſome one ſaint or 
other; and thus the, natural indolence of 
15 Pot, life | is rivetted down by reli- 
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3 {nes t. is Minn wh aber er 
« 5 ts Who have been long ſince expun- 
© ged from. the Romiſh Kalendar; and Iam 
« ſure St Barr is not worſhipped. any. where 


c 
* 
2 
* 


3 
* 


on che face of the globe but in the Iſland 


« ©of Barra; nor is St Michael's day ſo emi- 
* neatly celebrated with a : general. * 
eating St Michael's cake, baked with = 
and che n of eggs, ride e 


round 


; 
4 
3 
3 
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round the chapel of Se Michael, every man 
carrying his wife behind him, and every 
young man his miſtreſs. In ſhort, in every 


e as the light of the ſun, chat this loſs 
of time is a great diminution of, the gene- 
- ra] induſtry ? that the proprietors, and eyery 
0 * fingle perſon on their eſtates, are ſufferers? 

* and. that it is the intereſt of all to intro- 
ES by every lawful means, A , more fim 
ple religion ?—As the populace are always 
* guided by their leaders, i it would. be thought 


SS +.% 


that the proprietors, gentlemen 75 principal 


F * farmers, and others, would chearfully con- 
*curin calm and eaſy meaſures for bringing 
about a reformation in countries which, 

3 


« by their uncommercial ſtate and firvariop, 
KEY having poverty at home, and being 


\ b hemmed in betwixt inhoſpitable ſeas, and 
* fuch extenſive | muirs and mountains on the 


« © other fide, as ſeclude them from any com- 
munication with their more civilized neigh- 


© hours; and thus continue unenlightened 
with the diſcoveries made in philoſophy, 


* and 


2 arge country, or in every large diſtrict of 
:ountry, there is a tutelar ſaint entitled to 
_ «the ant ndance of his devotees... bs. it not 


* 


2: nc with. thaw! other ſciences which 1 
* conve 
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* N che ere chieftain, 4 gen 

* deman, ſtand, as well as che king, on the 
© ſhoulders of the huſbandman, can ic be 
« ſuppoſed below the conſideration of che 
former to take into account what part of 
the ſubſtance of the people goes, by way of 
© preſents, into the huts of their prieſts; moſt 
© of them being mean ignorant birds of paſ- 
Y ſage, having a ſalary of ten or twelve 
pounds a- year from the ſociety pro Propa- 
2 fide ? what further theſe 1 itinerant ro- 
vers draw for purgatory, maſſes, and pray- 
vers, as as well as the common and unfailing - 
* dues for extreme unction; all taken toge- 


ther not worth a ſingle farthing, in the eyes 


© of the proprietors themſelves, i in promoting 
© the tem poral or eternal intereſt of any man 


or woman alive or dead, though a killing 


iy, drawback on their preſent intereſt, and * 
* of all who are connected with them. 


4; "May it be n. how ie a 
ä mode 


power, and generally the intention, of ta- 
3 up er e * bee e 
"ye" +: 


The Ce account of the ſums ex- 


tracted from "thoſe poor people by Popiſh 
W corroborated by another worthy 


de n Popiſh part of the High- 
lands, had the beſt en of as in- 
formed of facts. . 
_ He informs us, 1 That the nominal 12 
* ving of the prieſt ariſes from ſome mortifi- 
* cations under the management of the ſo- 
© ciety de propaganda, and amounts only to 
| C about 101. a- year, or thereabout, and yet 


every prieſt has, in fact, a greater income 


* than any eſtabliſhed miniſter i in thoſe coun- 
tries. Every perſon, male or female, who 
is come to the age of confeſſion, and recei- 


* vying the ſacrament of penance, is ſubjected 


* to . payment of one ſhilling. a e 5 
© yearly, 


©, which i nant, . brane 


, who, by officiating for a num- 


A 330 


eben which 46 Cc regularly by a 
e perſon appointed for that purpoſe. This, 


year, and is more or leſs according to the 
number of perſons in the-pariſh. + This is 
in the ſuppoſition that no perſon pays more 
than a ſhilling : But it is certain that, tho 
the poor and ſervants pay no more, it 
* would be reckoned diſgraceful for a far- 
mer, or gentleman, not to give more. I 

i © have. known: them give two, three,, four, 


x | - * As. to purgatory money, I can, from my 
| 1 8 « own knowledge, ſay, that every: perſon, 
=}. Sage his death, mortifies ſomething to de- 


HW . * mortified is in Proportion to the | perſon? > 
« cipcumſtances, or to his ſuperſtitious preju- 
i 7 dies without having it in his power to 
| © make ſuch a deſtination, his friends take 
© care, out of regard to his ſoul, to ſupply 
* that defet,—Another part « of he} income 


. ly paid. —Another fund is the fines they 
* impoſe 


RG Vs 


in a pariſh conſiſting of 1000, is 50 l. a- 


five ſhillings,. and even exceed that ſum. 


. liver him. out. of purgatory. The ſum 


BD * dices. | And if it happens that any one 


* ariſes from marriages and chriſtenings ; the 
1 dues, i in theſe caſes, are fixed, and regular- | 
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1 impoſe on delinquents, which are paid to 
the prieſts who impoſe them; they indeed 
© ſay: that the prieſt ſhould apply theſe ſines 

© to charitable purpoſes, but they are not ac- 

* countable og re for the application 
*'of them. ern yt 2 Shove vines 250 
Wing Gch views of Popery, fall we rb 
koned intolerant; if we exert ourſelves to pre- 
vent, by every means becoming the follow- 
ers r e . the e, ſaper- 


lous i in a cal a to > extivpare that re- 
gion. The laws enacted were too ſangui- 
nary, and we hope they never ſliall be execu- 
ted; but do we not go to an oppoſite ex- 
treme, when under the name of liberal tole= 
ration we actually encourage Popery, or, by 4 
ſitting inactive, afford to the emiſſaries of 1 
the Church of Rome every opportunity of MM 
extending their power and infſuence? bo 0 
we not by ſuch a conduct neglect the duty | 
which, as men and as chriſtians, we owe to 
our Pri to our ann d to our Ts 
'To 
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plaint-againſt any one of chem, or done then 


e 0 ants, ke: great pars 
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prove always averſe to any meaſure which 


had the Sppeaanen of — he of 


the dy of e prieft, 1 boch i 
the low country. end in many parts of the 
ee ee enen of the various arta 


tried by them the weak and igno- 
rant, by ee in the power of the 
Society to have procured at leaſt their baniſh- 
ment, yet they have nothitherto offered a com- 


. — ae N ne Taps 


ee ue mige be ths 
ebe But, on he 
other band, they think they might be charged 
with betraying their truſt, if they were not 


attentive by all lawful means to ſupport and 


propagate the religion of their country. If 
the — of Popery are continually mak 
e | | ” ing 
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1 ing attacks on us, the moſt zealous friends 
of rhe moſt unlimited toleration cannot juſt⸗ 


ly blame us for putting on defenſive armour. 
We are rather 1 of cenſure for 


NE "IR 2 


zeal in defending ourſelves, which the Po- 


piſh miſſionaries diſcover in making proſe- 
i 1 * | _ have _ leſs 1 8— 


The bool maintained be 950 8 in 


che Highlands have been of great ſervice, 


not only by affording the moſt uſeful in- 


| ſtruction to thoſe who, without: them, muſt 


have. remained in a ſtate of abſolute igno- 
rance, but in preventing numbers from be- 
ing ſeduced by Popiſh artifices. The Direc- 


tors have cauſe to regret that their funds 


will not allow them to give better falaries to 
men properly qualified for their more im- 


portant ſtations where Popery prevails.— 
Though the maſters appointed have in gene- 
ral ſufficient knowledge to teach children to 


read. and to inſtruct them in the firſt prin- 
_ caples of religion; yet there are but few. of 


them equal to the raſk, of combating the 


x ſig arguments of the Romiſh miſſiona- ; 
| * ries, 


a. 


{#) 
ties, who,” 3 deficient in other 
branches of iterature, are generally trained | 
7 to ſome dexterity 3 in em ploying theſe. 


Further, though by the ſchools erected. ir in 
thoſe ſequeſtered places the young are taught | 
to read, yet this is often of little uſe to people 


who want books in the only language which 


chey underſtand. To remedy in ſome mea- 


ſure this evil, the New Teſtament was ſome 


years ago tranſlated, and printed at the ex- 


pence of tlie ſociety, and ſeveral thouſands 
of copies diſtributed. With the ſame view, 


part of the Old Teſtament! iS now printing in | 


Gaelic; and a collection is carrying on for 


defraying the expence of a  tranffation and 
1 the whole. "OD 


But ſomething more is | as e — 
While the Papiſts are buſy 1 in printing and 
diſtributing books, both in the Gaelic and 
Engliſh languages, ſo artfully calculated. to 
pervert the religious opinions of the people, 
it appears neceſſary that ſome other books 
ſhould be printed, eſpecially in the Gaelic 


language, not only to eſtabliſh them in the 


= "pies of Proteſtantiſin, but to detect the 


— * 


fallacy 


fallacy of the arguments uſed by the emiſ- 
When we 
know that a ia; is ſpreading, it is our 
duty, as far as it is in our e to Os 
_ avvantidotess} 1 1 hunk 


ſaries of the ( - of Rome: 


| Beſides 1 ie other means employed 550 he 
Society for propagating the Proteſtant re- 


formed religion, it has been propoſed to 
eſtabliſh. ſmall libraries, containing books 
chiefly on the Popiſh controverſy, and on f 


practical religion, in thoſe places where Po- 


pery is moſt prevalent. - In thoſe ſequeſtered 
parts of the country | where miſhonaries, 


catechiſts, and ſchoolmaſters, are appointed, 


they have no opportunity of procuring: the 
| books, that are the moſt neceſſary for their 


improvement. It has been ſuggeſted that 
there are many gentlemen who have a 


number of books on thoſe ſubjects, which 


he uſeleſs in their private libraries, which 


might be of eden benelt if ſent to 
0 thoſe places. 


The Directors el ge with grati- 
tude a donation of a number of valumes, 
which have 8 been given them for 

chat 
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that purpoſe; and if ſapported, have it in 
view to execute the plan propoſed. They are 
well informed that the friends of Popery 


have of late been active in collecting money 


in Scotland, England, and in foreign parts, 
to defray the expence of the e ms 


of printing books to be diſtributed. 

The tated and unavoidable expence of the 
Society in paying ſalaries, and a confidera 
additional expence which has of late been 


incurred, by furniſhing ſchool-books, will 


not permit them to venture on any e 


3 nN ee ver neceſſary it e 


*. 5 
On theſe accounts r ſolicit the bs of 


the friends of religion, and of their country, 


to enable them to carry on their benevolent 
deſigns: | The real ſervice done to many 


thouſands is not ſeen; few viſit thoſe re- 


mote and almoſt inacceſſible receſſes to 


which their charity i is extended; but if they | 


were better known, there is reaſon to believe 


that this Society would be favoured with 


more 1 ſupport, 
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Their 
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CRE. 
Their capital ſtock, by the careful manage · 
ment of the Directors, ſince its firſt eftabhſhs - 
ment, amounts to a condſierable ſum, when 

compared to its ſmall beginnings, and conſi- 
dering that the whole is the contribution 
of private beneficence. But it ĩs inconſide- 
rable, when compared to that of other ſo- 
cieties of a like nature. The ſociety for cha- 
rity ſehools in Ireland, beſides 2000l. per 
annum granted by his Majeſty, and very 
liberal ſu bſcriptions by the noblemen and 
dignified clergy of the kingdom, has receiv- 
| ed upwards of 54, oo0l. collected by their 

correſponding board i in London. . 


The whole annual revenue of the . 
in Scotland does not exceed L. 2000, of 
which there is not above L. 1 305 applicable 
to their great object, the propagation of reli- 
gion in the Highlands and Iſlands; yet on 
this n revenue they nov maintain about 
180 ſchools, and educate about 7000 young 

people. The ſum is fo diſproportioned ro 
the object, that it would be impoſſible for 
the Directors to maintain ſo great a number 
of ſchools, were they not ſtrictly attentive to 
the ſtate of the pariſhes, and in requiring the 

inhabirants, 
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on ſo ſmall a fund, is ſo really and ez 
ly uſeful. Its good effects are not thought 
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inhabitants, as far as they ean afford it,- to 
contribute in part to the ſupport of the 


ſchoolmaſters, by a ſmall quarterly fee, and 
eſpecially by furniſhing them with a houſe 


and ſchook-houſe, with fuel and a a 8 


graſs: this is no hardſhip on them, but it is 


a material aid to the maſters: in a few in- 


ſtances, the gentlemen or noblemen in the 


_ 1 or bo bags: of the 


By fach Kö al Wee the Ditectors 
are enabled to make the charities intruſted 


to them more generally ſerviceable than 
otherwiſe they could have been. On the 


whole, they pleaſe themſelves with the re- 


flection, that there is perhaps no charitable 
inſtitution ſo little liable to abuſe, or which, 
| en Ive- 


of by thoſe who live in affluence and eaſe; 
therefore they are little 
are ſenſibly felt by multitudes, unhappily 
circumſtanced, who have reaſon to bleſs the 
generous hands TP whom ſuch benefits « are 
conferred. 
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A ſecond object rtl Soci me 


1s the pro- 
passten of Chrit ſtianity in foreign parts; 
our firſt attention is claimed by our own 
cou try, and the proper funds of the Society 
cannot be applied beyond it. It is natural, 
however, for a chriſtian of liberal * views to 
extend his compaſſion to his fellow-crearures 
living 1 in barbariſm and darkneſs, in what= 
ever part of the earth. No foreign country 
more readily attracted our attention than the 
wilds of America, with which we conſidered 


_ ourſelves to be connected, and from which 


we had frequent opportunities of hearing of 


many thouſands' whom the ſound of the 
goſpel never reached, who are ſtill deſtitute 


n the means of knowledge: conſiderable 
have been made to the Society, 


N 


h are appointed to be applied ſolely to 


A purpoſe. Their proceedings, relating to 


miſſions in America, may be ſeen at length 
in their Account, printed in 1 774. 


For the ſatisfaction of the Truſtees of che 
ws Dr Williams, and of all others concern- 


ed, the Society lately tranſmitted to their 


correſponding board in London, an account 


of their proceedings, extracted from their re- 


cords. 


j 


« 4 bl 7 

ad From that account, which is too 
long to be inſerted, it appears that the So- 
ciety . ſupported their miſſionaries in Ameri- 
ca, and tranſmitted money for that Purpoſe 


G 


| as long as it was lawful for them to do it. 


None of their four miſſionaries, Mr Kirkland, 
Mr Brainard, Mr Butler, and Mr Oaccum, 


have been regularly diſmiſſed from the ſer- 


vice; and the Society are reſolved, that if it 


ſhall be made appear chat all or any of them 

have faithfully executed their office or. alles | 
during the interruption of the commu 
tion between the mother country and the 

: colonies, when the communication ſhall be 


again opened they will pay their ſalaries. 


The accounts of that part of their funds * 


lotted for the ſupport of their miſſi 


America, are kept ſeparate, and * | | _ 
is not applicd to any other purpoſe, - If the 
unhappy differences between Britain and 


America ſhall, contrary to their hopes and 


wiſhes, continue much longer, the Society 
have it in contemplation to eſtabliſh miſſions 


among the Indians in the vicinity of 
the colonies connected wich the mother 
OY 
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powered , t receive money to be applied 
derable ums have Fo 
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athec A to this end. =D 


> & £4 * 


ds: of 20 ſpinning ſchools, to 
give, not only a ſalary to a teach- 
ing miſtreſs, but a certain number of wheels 
and reels; thoſe parts of the country where 
are eſtabliſhed being unable to 


Though the Directors have the pleaſure | = 
to think that the affairs of the Society are in 1 RF 
a proſperous ſtate, yet regret that from — 2 
the narrowneſs of their funds, are ſtill - 2» 


obliged to refuſe many applications fo 


ſchools where they appear very neceſſary, _— 


9 *. e nee ; 
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+ 2 ng They hope, bbweter; that, by Ge dect 
nuance of the public aid; hey ſhall be, in 
a few years, enabled to render the Uefign of 
the Society 'more exte enſwely uſe "and nb 
fidelity or attention on their part Thall 
ve wanting to promote che deũired end. 


| . DireQors thankfully ; acknowledge the 
1 received from ſeveral very honour- 
able and relpectable friends of the Society; 
in particular they mention the generous con- 
tributions made by the honourable” meni- 
| bers of the Correſponding Board in London; 
and theyflatter themſelves that their tmanape- 
ment of the funds committed to them ſhall 
Fo E Bir ſaticfaQtion: to the benefactors 
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Earl 3f kinabul, Preädent of Ts Bn. 


Sir John Belſches, Bart. Preſident of the 


Committee of Directors. 290 
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Committee - of Dire redfors, arranged nn a 5 


the order of admiſhon. 


Sir Henry eh Bart Minis 
ſter of St Cuthberts. 850 axed 
John Dickſon, deb A sss rig eg 
Rev. Mr John Kemp 5 Miniſters of 

Rev. Mr Thomas Randall ' Edinburgh 


Rev. 3 M*Farlan, D. D. Minifter . te 


Robert Wellwood of Garvock, Eſq; Adro- 
cate- 4 b ai 1 en n EE, 

Mr William MDopald, Weite to the Sip- 
net. 

Rev. Robert Henry; D. D. one pf, the Mink" 
ers of Edinburgh, _ 7 nt 


Mr Alexander Duncan, Writer to Us Si gnet. 


Mr john Gardner, Banker in Edinburgh. 
Mr John Bonar, Exciſe-Office, Edinburgh. 
| Rev, 


A .  niſters of Edinburgh, and | Profeſſor o! ax Tis 
FB the eld ede St 
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bo ien 


1 p | burgh, Comptroller. -:- irt 
3 EY. | Robert Chalmers, Eſq; Acco 


c burgh; Servetary, © GREET = TAG, HT 

2) Mr James Forreſt, Writer to the Sigh 
E g | Mr Thomas Boyes Writer in Le _ 
= Vir Archibald Lundie, Writer to the Sig- 


net, 1 oint Book- holders. | | T5300 
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| Mungo Watſon, Beadle. | 9251 
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expre F their, intention in the very 
bore. directed; and particularly to 
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take care that the words, i in Scotland, 
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